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Introduction

The Urban Astronomer’s Guide is the result of a crazy idea for a book that came to
me nearly twenty years ago. I knew deep sky objects—nebulae, star clusters, and
galaxies—could be seen from the city. Plenty of amateur astronomers were braving
countless streetlights in search of distant marvels. But there was little written in-
formation available on viewing the deep sky from urban and heavily light-polluted
suburban locations. The only mention of the subject I found in astronomy books and
magazines was the stern warning that it was impossible to get a good look at anything
other than the Moon and planets from urban locales. I knew this wasn’t true—I’d
observed the entire Messier list from my bright backyard and had a lot of fun doing
it. I was sure many more amateur astronomers “trapped” amid city lights would also
love to see deep sky wonders from home—if only they had a little information and
encouragement. Solution? The book you hold in your hands.

I spent many, many hours observing the objects that form the sky tours included
in this guide. But that was the enjoyable part of the project. The hard work was done
by my friend and fellow observer, Pat Rochford, and by my dear wife, Dorothy. They
didn’t share much of the observing fun; instead they devoted themselves to the tasks
of checking the manuscript, and, most importantly, providing the encouragement I
needed to keep going with what some people told me was an “impossible” concept
for a book. Thanks are also due—in spades—to John Watson. Just when I was ready
to toss this idea aside, he, like Pat and Dorothy, kept me on track. Dorothy, Pat, and
John—this one is for you.

Rod Mollise
Selma Street

Summer, 2005
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